
Attachment 2 – Relevant Policies 

A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (Growth Plan, 
2020) 

2.2.9 Rural Areas  

1. Municipalities are encouraged to plan for a variety of cultural and economic 
opportunities within rural settlements to serve the needs of rural residents and area 
businesses.  

2. Public service facilities in rural settlements should be co-located and integrated in 
community hubs, and priority should be given to maintaining and adapting existing 
public service facilities in community hubs to meet the needs of the community, where 
feasible.  

3. Subject to the policies in Section 4, development outside of settlement areas may be 
permitted on rural lands for:  

a) the management or use of resources;  
b) resource-based recreational uses; and  
c) other rural land uses that are not appropriate in settlement areas provided they: 

i. are compatible with the rural landscape and surrounding local land uses;  
ii. will be sustained by rural service levels; and  
iii. will not adversely affect the protection of agricultural uses and other 

resource-based uses such as mineral aggregate operations.  

4. Where permitted on rural lands, resource-based recreational uses should be limited 
to tourism-related and recreational uses that are compatible with the scale, character, 
and capacity of the resource and the surrounding rural landscape, and may include:  

a) commercial uses to serve the needs of visitors; and  
b) where appropriate, resource-based recreational dwellings for seasonal 

accommodation.  

5. Existing employment areas outside of settlement areas on rural lands that were 
designated for employment uses in an official plan that was approved and in effect as of 
June 16, 2006 may continue to be permitted. Expansions to these existing employment 
areas may be permitted only if necessary to support the immediate needs of existing 
businesses and if compatible with the surrounding uses.  

6. New multiple lots or units for residential development will be directed to settlement 
areas, but may be allowed on rural lands in site-specific locations with approved zoning 
or designation in an official plan that permitted this type of development as of June 16, 
2006.  

7. Notwithstanding policy 2.2.8.2, minor adjustments may be made to the boundaries of 
rural settlements outside of a municipal comprehensive review, subject to the following:  



a) the affected settlement area is not in the Greenbelt Area;  
b) the change would constitute minor rounding out of existing development, in 

keeping with the rural character of the area;  
c) confirmation that water and wastewater servicing can be provided in an 

appropriate manner that is suitable for the long-term with no negative impacts on 
water; and  

d) Sections 2 (Wise Use and Management of Resources) and 3 (Protecting Public 
Health and Safety) of the PPS are applied. 

4.2.1 Water Resource Systems  

1. Upper- and single-tier municipalities, partnering with lower-tier municipalities and 
conservation authorities as appropriate, will ensure that watershed planning is 
undertaken to support a comprehensive, integrated, and long-term approach to the 
protection, enhancement, or restoration of the quality and quantity of water within a 
watershed.  

2. Water resource systems will be identified to provide for the long-term protection of 
key hydrologic features, key hydrologic areas, and their functions.  

3. Watershed planning or equivalent will inform:  

a) the identification of water resource systems;  
b) the protection, enhancement, or restoration of the quality and quantity of water;  
c) decisions on allocation of growth; and  
d) planning for water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure.  

4. Planning for large-scale development in designated greenfield areas, including 
secondary plans, will be informed by a subwatershed plan or equivalent.  

5. Municipalities will consider the Great Lakes Strategy, the targets and goals of the 
Great Lakes Protection Act, 2015, and any applicable Great Lakes agreements as part 
of watershed planning and coastal or waterfront planning initiatives. 

4.2.2 Natural Heritage System  

1. A Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan has been mapped by the Province to 
support a comprehensive, integrated, and long-term approach to planning for the 
protection of the region’s natural heritage and biodiversity. The Natural Heritage System 
for the Growth Plan excludes lands within settlement area boundaries that were 
approved and in effect as of July 1, 2017. 

2. Municipalities will incorporate the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan as an 
overlay in official plans, and will apply appropriate policies to maintain, restore, or 
enhance the diversity and connectivity of the system and the long-term ecological or 
hydrologic functions of the features and areas as set out in the policies in this 
subsection and the policies in subsections 4.2.3 and 4.2.4.  



3. Within the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan:  

a) new development or site alteration will demonstrate that:  
i. there are no negative impacts on key natural heritage features or key 

hydrologic features or their functions; 
ii. connectivity along the system and between key natural heritage features 

and key hydrologic features located within 240 metres of each other will 
be maintained or, where possible, enhanced for the movement of native 
plants and animals across the landscape; 

iii. the removal of other natural features not identified as key natural heritage 
features and key hydrologic features is avoided, where possible. Such 
features should be incorporated into the planning and design of the 
proposed use wherever possible; 

iv. except for uses described in and governed by the policies in subsection 
4.2.8, the disturbed area, including any buildings and structures, will not 
exceed 25 per cent of the total developable area, and the impervious 
surface will not exceed 10 per cent of the total developable area;  

v. with respect to golf courses, the disturbed area will not exceed 40 per cent 
of the total developable area; and vi. at least 30 per cent of the total 
developable area will remain or be returned to natural self-sustaining 
vegetation, except where specified in accordance with the policies in 
subsection 4.2.8; and  

b) the full range of existing and new agricultural uses, agriculturerelated uses, on-
farm diversified uses, and normal farm practices are permitted. However, new 
buildings or structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, or on-farm 
diversified uses are not subject to policy 4.2.2.3 a), but are subject to the policies 
in subsections 4.2.3 and 4.2.4 

4. Provincial mapping of the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan does not 
apply until it has been implemented in the applicable upper- or single-tier official 
plan. Until that time, the policies in this Plan that refer to the Natural Heritage 
System for the Growth Plan will apply outside settlement areas to the natural 
heritage systems identified in official plans that were approved and in effect as of 
July 1, 2017. 

5. Upper- and single-tier municipalities may refine provincial mapping of the Natural 
Heritage System for the Growth Plan at the time of initial implementation in their 
official plans. For upper-tier municipalities, the initial implementation of provincial 
mapping may be done separately for each lower-tier municipality. After the Natural 
Heritage System for the Growth Plan has been implemented in official plans, further 
refinements may only occur through a municipal comprehensive review. 

6. Beyond the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan, including within 
settlement areas, the municipality:  



a) will continue to protect any other natural heritage features and areas in a 
manner that is consistent with the PPS; and  

b) may continue to protect any other natural heritage system or identify new 
systems in a manner that is consistent with the PPS. 

7. If a settlement area is expanded to include the Natural Heritage System for the 
Growth Plan in accordance with the policies in subsection 2.2.8, the portion that is 
within the revised settlement area boundary will:  

a) be designated in official plans;  
b) no longer be subject to policy 4.2.2.3; and  
c) continue to be protected in a manner that ensures that the connectivity 

between, and diversity and functions of, the natural heritage features and 
areas will be maintained, restored, or enhanced. 

4.2.3 Key Hydrologic Features, Key Hydrologic Areas and Key Natural Heritage 
Features  

1. Outside of settlement areas, development or site alteration is not permitted in key 
natural heritage features that are part of the Natural Heritage System for the Growth 
Plan or in key hydrologic features, except for:  

a) forest, fish, and wildlife management;  
b) conservation and flood or erosion control projects, but only if they have been 

demonstrated to be necessary in the public interest and after all alternatives have 
been considered;  

c) activities that create or maintain infrastructure authorized under an environmental 
assessment process; 

d) mineral aggregate operations and wayside pits and quarries; 
e) expansions to existing buildings and structures, accessory structures and uses, 

and conversions of legally existing uses which bring the use more into conformity 
with this Plan, subject to demonstration that the use does not expand into the key 
hydrologic feature or key natural heritage feature or vegetative protection zone 
unless there is no other alternative, in which case any expansion will be limited in 
scope and kept within close geographical proximity to the existing structure; 

f) expansions or alterations to existing buildings and structures for agricultural 
uses, agriculture-related uses, or on-farm diversified uses and expansions to 
existing residential dwellings if it is demonstrated that: 

i. there is no alternative, and the expansion or alteration in the feature is 
minimized and, in the vegetation protection zone, is directed away from 
the feature to the maximum extent possible; and 

ii. the impact of the expansion or alteration on the feature and its functions is 
minimized and mitigated to the maximum extent possible; and 



g) small-scale structures for recreational uses, including boardwalks, footbridges, 
fences, docks, and picnic facilities, if measures are taken to minimize the number 
of such structures and their negative impacts. 

2. Outside of settlement areas, proposals for large-scale development proceeding by 
way of plan of subdivision, vacant land plan of condominium or site plan may be 
permitted within a key hydrologic area where it is demonstrated that the hydrologic 
functions, including the quality and quantity of water, of these areas will be protected 
and, where possible, enhanced or restored through:  

a) the identification of planning, design, and construction practices and techniques; 
b) meeting other criteria and direction set out in the applicable watershed planning 

or subwatershed plans; and 
c)  meeting any applicable provincial standards, guidelines, and procedures. 

4.2.4 Lands Adjacent to Key Hydrologic Features and Key Natural Heritage Features  

1. Outside settlement areas, a proposal for new development or site alteration within 
120 metres of a key natural heritage feature within the Natural Heritage System for the 
Growth Plan or a key hydrologic feature will require a natural heritage evaluation or 
hydrologic evaluation that identifies a vegetation protection zone, which:  

a) is of sufficient width to protect the key natural heritage feature or key hydrologic 
feature and its functions from the impacts of the proposed change; 

b) is established to achieve and be maintained as natural self-sustaining vegetation; 
and  

c) for key hydrologic features, fish habitat, and significant woodlands, is no less 
than 30 metres measured from the outside boundary of the key natural heritage 
feature or key hydrologic feature. 

2. Evaluations undertaken in accordance with policy 4.2.4.1 will identify any additional 
restrictions to be applied before, during, and after development to protect the hydrologic 
functions and ecological functions of the feature.  

3. Development or site alteration is not permitted in the vegetation protection zone, with 
the exception of that described in policy 4.2.3.1 or shoreline development as permitted 
in accordance with policy 4.2.4.5.  

4. Notwithstanding policies 4.2.4.1, 4.2.4.2 and 4.2.4.3: 

a) a natural heritage or hydrologic evaluation will not be required for a proposal for 
development or site alteration on a site where the only key natural heritage 
feature is the habitat of endangered species and threatened species;  

b) new buildings and structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, or on-
farm diversified uses will not be required to undertake a natural heritage or 
hydrologic evaluation if a minimum 30 metre vegetation protection zone is 
provided from a key natural heritage feature or key hydrologic feature; and 



c) uses permitted in accordance with policy 4.2.4.4 b):  
i. are exempt from the requirement of establishing a condition of natural self-

sustaining vegetation if the land is, and will continue to be, used for 
agricultural purposes; and  

ii. will pursue best management practices to protect and restore key natural 
heritage features, key hydrologic features, and their functions. 

5. Outside of settlement areas, in developed shoreline areas of inland lakes that are 
designated or zoned for concentrations of development as of July 1, 2017, infill 
development, redevelopment and resort development is permitted, subject to municipal 
and agency planning and regulatory requirements, if the development will: 

a) be integrated with existing or proposed parks and trails, and will not constrain 
ongoing or planned stewardship and remediation efforts;  

b) restore, to the maximum extent possible, the ecological features and functions in 
developed shoreline areas; and  

c) in the case of redevelopment and resort development: 
i.  establish, or increase the extent and width of, a vegetation protection 

zone along the shoreline to a minimum of 30 metres;  
ii. increase the extent of fish habitat in the littoral zone;  
iii. be planned, designed, and constructed to protect hydrologic functions, 

minimize erosion, and avoid or mitigate sedimentation and the introduction 
of nutrient or other pollutants into the lake;  

iv. exclude shoreline structures that will impede the natural flow of water or 
exacerbate algae concerns along the shoreline; 

v. enhance the ability of native plants and animals to use the shoreline as 
both wildlife habitat and a movement corridor;  

vi. use lot-level stormwater controls to reduce stormwater runoff volumes and 
pollutant loadings; 

vii. use natural shoreline treatments, where practical, for shoreline 
stabilization, erosion control, or protection; 

viii.  meet other criteria and direction set out in applicable watershed planning 
and subwatershed plans;  

ix. be serviced by sewage works which reduce nutrient inputs to groundwater 
and the lake from baseline levels; and 

x. demonstrate available capacity in the receiving water body based on 
inputs from existing and approved development. 

4.2.5 Public Open Space  

1. Municipalities, conservation authorities, non-governmental organizations, and other 
interested parties are encouraged to develop a system of publicly-accessible parkland, 
open space, and trails, including in shoreline areas, within the GGH that:  

a) clearly demarcates where public access is and is not permitted;  



b) is based on a co-ordinated approach to trail planning and development; and  
c) is based on good land stewardship practices for public and private lands.  

2. Municipalities are encouraged to establish an open space system within settlement 
areas, which may include opportunities for urban agriculture, rooftop gardens, 
communal courtyards, and public parks. 

4.2.6 Agricultural System  

1. An Agricultural System for the GGH has been identified by the Province.  

2. Prime agricultural areas, including specialty crop areas, will be designated in 
accordance with mapping identified by the Province and these areas will be protected 
for long-term use for agriculture.  

3. Where agricultural uses and non-agricultural uses interface outside of settlement 
areas, land use compatibility will be achieved by avoiding or where avoidance is not 
possible, minimizing and mitigating adverse impacts on the Agricultural System. Where 
mitigation is required, measures should be incorporated as part of the non-agricultural 
uses, as appropriate, within the area being developed. Where appropriate, this should 
be based on an agricultural impact assessment.  

4. The geographic continuity of the agricultural land base and the functional and 
economic connections to the agri-food network will be maintained and enhanced.  

5. The retention of existing lots of record for agricultural uses is encouraged, and the 
use of these lots for non-agricultural uses is discouraged.  

6. Integrated planning for growth management, including goods movement and 
transportation planning, will consider opportunities to support and enhance the 
Agricultural System.  

7. Municipalities are encouraged to implement regional agri-food strategies and other 
approaches to sustain and enhance the Agricultural System and the long-term 
economic prosperity and viability of the agri-food sector, including the maintenance and 
improvement of the agri-food network by:  

a) providing opportunities to support access to healthy, local, and affordable food, 
urban and near-urban agriculture, food system planning and promoting the 
sustainability of agricultural, agri-food, and agri-product businesses while 
protecting agricultural resources and minimizing land use conflicts;  

b) protecting, enhancing, or supporting opportunities for infrastructure, services, and 
assets. Where negative impacts on the agri-food network are unavoidable, they 
will be assessed, minimized, and mitigated to the extent feasible; and  

c) establishing or consulting with agricultural advisory committees or liaison officers.  

8. Outside of the Greenbelt Area, provincial mapping of the agricultural land base does 
not apply until it has been implemented in the applicable upper- or single-tier official 



plan. Until that time, prime agricultural areas identified in upper- and single-tier official 
plans that were approved and in effect as of July 1, 2017 will be considered the 
agricultural land base for the purposes of this Plan.  

9. Upper- and single-tier municipalities may refine provincial mapping of the agricultural 
land base at the time of initial implementation in their official plans, based on 
implementation procedures issued by the Province. For upper-tier municipalities, the 
initial implementation of provincial mapping may be done separately for each lower-tier 
municipality. After provincial mapping of the agricultural land base has been 
implemented in official plans, further refinements may only occur through a municipal 
comprehensive review. 

4.2.7 Cultural Heritage Resources  

1. Cultural heritage resources will be conserved in order to foster a sense of place and 
benefit communities, particularly in strategic growth areas.  

2. Municipalities will work with stakeholders, as well as First Nations and Métis 
communities, in developing and implementing official plan policies and strategies for the 
identification, wise use and management of cultural heritage resources.  

3. Municipalities are encouraged to prepare archaeological management plans and 
municipal cultural plans and consider them in their decision making. 

4.2.8 Mineral Aggregate Resources  

1. Municipalities will develop and implement official plan policies and other strategies to 
conserve mineral aggregate resources, including:  

a) the recovery and recycling of manufactured materials derived from mineral 
aggregate resources for reuse in construction, manufacturing, industrial, or 
maintenance projects as a substitute for new mineral aggregate resources; and  

b) the wise use of mineral aggregate resources, including utilization or extraction of 
on-site mineral aggregate resources prior to development occurring. 

2. Notwithstanding the policies in subsections 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3 and 4.2.4, within the 
Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan, mineral aggregate operations and 
wayside pits and quarries are subject to the following: 

a) no new mineral aggregate operation and no new wayside pits and quarries, or 
any ancillary or accessory use thereto, will be permitted in the following key 
natural heritage features and key hydrologic features:  

i. significant wetlands; 
ii. significant woodlands unless the woodland is occupied by young 

plantation or early successional habitat, as defined by the Province, in 
which case, the application must demonstrate that policies 4.2.8.4 b) and 
c) and 4.2.8.5 c) have been addressed and that they will be met by the 
operation;  



b) any application for a new mineral aggregate operation will be required to 
demonstrate: 

I. how the connectivity between key natural heritage features and key 
hydrologic features will be maintained before, during, and after the 
extraction of mineral aggregate resources; 

II. how the operator could replace key natural heritage features and key 
hydrologic features that would be lost from the site with equivalent 
features on another part of the site or on adjacent lands; 

III. how the water resource system will be protected or enhanced; and 
IV. how any key natural heritage features and key hydrologic features and 

their associated vegetation protection zones not identified in policy 4.2.8.2 
a) will be addressed in accordance with policies 4.2.8.4 b) and c) and 
4.2.8.5 c); and  

c) an application requiring a new approval under the Aggregate Resources Act to 
expand an existing mineral aggregate operation may be permitted in the Natural 
Heritage System for the Growth Plan, including in key natural heritage features, 
key hydrologic features and any associated vegetation protection zones, only if 
the related decision is consistent with the PPS and satisfies the rehabilitation 
requirements of the policies in this subsection. 

3. In prime agricultural areas, applications for new mineral aggregate operations will be 
supported by an agricultural impact assessment and, where possible, will seek to 
maintain or improve connectivity of the Agricultural System. 

4. For rehabilitation of new mineral aggregate operation sites, the following apply:  

a) the disturbed area of a site will be rehabilitated to a state of equal or greater 
ecological value and, for the entire site, long-term ecological integrity will be 
maintained or enhanced;  

b) if there are key natural heritage features or key hydrologic features on the site, or 
if such features existed on the site at the time of the application: i. the health, 
diversity, and size of these key natural heritage features and key hydrologic 
features will be maintained or enhanced; and ii. any permitted extraction of 
mineral aggregate resources that occurs in a feature will be completed, and the 
area will be rehabilitated, as early as possible in the life of the operation;  

c) aquatic areas remaining after extraction are to be rehabilitated to aquatic 
enhancement, which will be representative of the natural ecosystem in that 
particular setting or ecodistrict, and the combined terrestrial and aquatic 
rehabilitation will meet the intent of policy 4.2.8.4 b); and  

d) outside the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan, and except as provided 
in policies 4.2.8.4 a), b) and c), final rehabilitation will appropriately reflect the 
long-term land use of the general area, taking into account applicable policies of 
this Plan and, to the extent permitted under this Plan, existing municipal and 



provincial policies. In prime agricultural areas, the site will be rehabilitated in 
accordance with policy 2.5.4 of the PPS, 2020.  

5. Final rehabilitation for new mineral aggregate operations in the Natural Heritage 
System for the Growth Plan will meet these additional criteria: 

a) where there is no extraction below the water table, an amount of land equal to 
that under natural vegetated cover prior to extraction, and no less than 35 per 
cent of the land subject to each license in the Natural Heritage System for the 
Growth Plan, is to be rehabilitated to forest cover, which will be representative of 
the natural ecosystem in that particular setting or ecodistrict. If the site is also in a 
prime agricultural area, the remainder of the land subject to the license is to be 
rehabilitated back to an agricultural condition; 

b) where there is extraction below the water table, no less than 35 per cent of the 
non-aquatic portion of the land subject to each license in the Natural Heritage 
System for the Growth Plan is to be rehabilitated to forest cover, which will be 
representative of the natural ecosystem in that particular setting or ecodistrict. If 
the site is also in a prime agricultural area, the remainder of the land subject to 
the license is to be rehabilitated in accordance with policy 2.5.4 of the PPS, 
2020; and  

c) rehabilitation will be implemented so that the connectivity of the key natural 
heritage features and the key hydrologic features on the site and on adjacent 
lands will be maintained or enhanced.  

6. Except as provided by the policies of this subsection, decisions on planning matters 
must be consistent with the policies in the PPS that pertain to the management of 
mineral aggregate resources. 

7. Where an application under the Aggregate Resources Act has been received and 
deemed complete by the Province as of July 1, 2017, any applications under the 
Planning Act to permit the making, establishment or operation of the pit or quarry to 
which the Aggregate Resources Act application relates, if approved, will not be subject 
to the policies of this Plan. 

4.2.9 A Culture of Conservation  

1. Municipalities will develop and implement official plan policies and other strategies in 
support of the following conservation objectives:  

a) water conservation, including through:  
I. water demand management for the efficient use of water; and 
II. water recycling to maximize the reuse and recycling of water;  

b) energy conservation for existing buildings and planned developments, including 
municipally owned facilities, including through:  

i. identification of opportunities for conservation, energy efficiency and 
demand management, as well as district energy generation, renewable 



energy systems and alternative energy systems and distribution 
through community, municipal, and regional energy planning 
processes, and in the development of conservation and demand 
management plans; 

ii. land use patterns and urban design standards that support energy 
efficiency and demand reductions, and opportunities for alternative 
energy systems, including district energy systems; and  

iii. other conservation, energy efficiency and demand management 
techniques to use energy wisely as well as reduce consumption;  

c) air quality improvement and protection, including through reduction in emissions 
from municipal, commercial, industrial, and residential sources; and  

d) integrated waste management, including through:  
i. enhanced waste reduction, composting, and recycling initiatives, and 

the identification of new opportunities for energy from waste, source 
reduction, reuse, and diversion, where appropriate; 

ii. a comprehensive plan with integrated approaches to waste 
management, including reduction, reuse, recycling, composting, 
diversion, and disposal of residual waste;  

iii. promotion of building conservation and adaptive reuse, as well as the 
reuse and recycling of construction materials; and 

iv. consideration of waste management initiatives within the context of 
long-term regional planning, and in collaboration with neighbouring 
municipalities.  

2. Municipalities should develop excess soil reuse strategies as part of planning for 
growth and development 

3. Municipal planning policies and relevant development proposals will incorporate best 
practices for the management of excess soil generated and fill received during 
development or site alteration, including infrastructure development, to ensure that:  

a) any excess soil is reused on-site or locally to the maximum extent possible and, 
where feasible, excess soil reuse planning is undertaken concurrently with 
development planning and design;  

b) appropriate sites for excess soil storage and processing are permitted close to 
areas where proposed development is concentrated or areas of potential soil 
reuse; and  

c) fill quality received and fill placement at a site will not cause an adverse effect 
with regard to the current or proposed use of the property or the natural 
environment and is compatible with adjacent land uses. 

4.2.10 Climate Change  

1. Upper- and single-tier municipalities will develop policies in their official plans to 
identify actions that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and address climate change 



adaptation goals, aligned with other provincial plans and policies for environmental 
protection, that will include: 

a) supporting the achievement of complete communities as well as the minimum 
intensification and density targets in this Plan;  

b) reducing dependence on the automobile and supporting existing and planned 
transit and active transportation;  

c) assessing infrastructure risks and vulnerabilities and identifying actions and 
investments to address these challenges;  

d) undertaking stormwater management planning in a manner that assesses the 
impacts of extreme weather events and incorporates appropriate green 
infrastructure and low impact development;  

e) recognizing the importance of watershed planning for the protection of the quality 
and quantity of water and the identification and protection of hydrologic features 
and areas;  

f) protecting the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan and water resource 
systems;  

g) promoting local food, food security, and soil health, and protecting the agricultural 
land base;  

h) providing direction that supports a culture of conservation in accordance with the 
policies in subsection 4.2.9; and  

i) any additional policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and build resilience, 
as appropriate, provided they do not conflict with this Plan.  

2. In planning to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and address the impacts of a 
changing climate, municipalities are encouraged to: 

a) develop strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve resilience 
through the identification of vulnerabilities to climate change, land use planning, 
planning for infrastructure, including transit and energy, green infrastructure, and 
low impact development, and the conservation objectives in policy 4.2.9.1;  

b) develop greenhouse gas inventories for transportation, buildings, waste 
management and municipal operations; and  

c) establish municipal interim and long-term greenhouse gas emission reduction 
targets that support provincial targets and reflect consideration of the goal of low-
carbon communities and monitor and report on progress made towards the 
achievement of these targets. 

 

County of Northumberland Official Plan 

C4 RURAL AREAS  

C4.1 OBJECTIVES  

It is the objective of this land use designation to:  



a) Promote the diversification of the economic base and employment opportunities 
through the provision of goods and services, including value-added products and 
the sustainable management or use of resources;  

b) Encourage the establishment of sustainable and diversified tourism opportunities;  
c) Promote the development of commercial, recreational and industrial uses that 

are appropriate for the rural and recreational areas of the County;  
d) Promote a diverse, innovative and economically strong agricultural industry and 

associated activities by enhancing their capacity to contribute to the economy of 
the County;  

e) Encourage local municipalities to recognize and preserve lands that are locally 
significant for agricultural uses;  

f) To provide for residential uses and lands that are not constrained or protected for 
their resource value; and,  

g) Preserve the open space character of the rural landscape. 

C4.4 PERMITTED USES  

Permitted uses in the Rural Area designation include:  

a) All uses permitted in the Agricultural Area designation in Section C3.3 of this 
Plan;  

b) Permanent and seasonal dwellings;  
c) Resource based recreational uses;  
d) Cemeteries;  
e) Recreation and tourism uses subject to Section C4.5 of this Plan;  
f) Forestry uses; and,  
g) Rural commercial and industrial uses that are appropriate for the Rural Area 

designation and which cannot be located in urban areas or rural settlement 
areas, subject to the approval of a local Official Plan Amendment. 

C3.3 PERMITTED USES  

Permitted uses in the Agricultural Area designation are:  

a) Agricultural uses,  
b) Agricultural-related uses in accordance with Section C3.5 of this Plan;  
c) On-farm diversified uses in accordance with Section C3.6 of this Plan;  
d) Bed and breakfast establishments that are located on a non-farm property in 

accordance with Section C3.7 of this Plan;  
e) Accessory accommodation subject to Section C3.8 of this Plan;  
f) A single detached dwelling in conjunction with an agricultural use;  
g) A single detached dwelling on an existing vacant lot, subject to the policies of the 

local Official Plan; and provided the lot is not subject to Section C3.4a)ii) of this 
Plan;  

h) Home occupations;  



i) Home industries that are accessory to a residential use on a non-farm property 
subject to Section C3.9 of this Plan  

j) Conservation uses that do not include development; and,  
k) Mineral aggregate operations, subject to the approval of a local Official Plan 

Amendment and subject to Section D5 of this Plan.  

It is recognized that certain lands within the Agricultural Area designation shown on 
Schedule A have received approvals for non-agricultural uses by the local Official Plan. 
At those locations, those specific uses may continue and would also be subject to 
corresponding policies of the local Official Plan. 

C3.11 LAND USE COMPATIBILITY  

The following land use compatibility policies apply to agricultural operations and non-
agricultural operations in both the Agricultural Area and Rural Area designations in the 
County:  

a) In order to provide farmers with the ability to carry out normal farm practices, all 
new development, shall be set back from agricultural operations in accordance 
with the minimum distance separation one formula, or in accordance with the 
local zoning by-law as amended. Development on lands within urban areas and 
rural settlement areas is exempt from this policy.  

b) New and/or expanded livestock facilities shall be set back from existing non-
agricultural uses in accordance with the minimum distance separation two 
formula, as amended.  

c) The minimum distance separation one and two formulae may be included in local 
zoning by-laws, as appropriate and in accordance with local Official Plans.  

d) Nothing in this Plan shall limit the ability of farmers to carry out normal farm 
practices in accordance with the Farming and Food Production Protection Act.  

e) Existing agricultural uses are permitted within rural settlement areas. Other 
criteria may be established by local municipalities in accordance with Provincial 
guidelines. 

 

Municipality of Port Hope Official Plan 

D7.2 GENERAL AGRICULTURE  

D7.2.1 General  

It is the policy of this Plan to maintain a permanent and viable agricultural industry 
throughout the Municipality. Agriculture is recognized as an important component of the 
economic base, a source of employment and the basis of a rural way of life.  

Therefore, it is the intent of this Plan to also protect agricultural land less suitable for 
agricultural production than the land found in the Prime Agriculture land use designation 
from scattered development and land uses which are unrelated to agriculture. However, 



the Municipality may permit limited non-farm growth in the General Agriculture areas, 
provided it shall not interfere with or limit surrounding farm activity and appropriate 
infrastructure is available or will be made available. The development in the General 
Agriculture area shall be primarily by consent to a land severance.  

The General Agriculture area represent soils primarily within Classes 5, 6 and 7 and 
Organic Soils of the Canada Land Inventory, Soil Capability for Agriculture; Class 4 soils 
which are adjacent to Classes 5, through 7 and form part of a large and contiguous 
block of poorer agricultural land; and areas where previous non-farm development has 
effectively limited the future of intensive farm activity.  

D7.2.2 Permitted Uses  

The predominant use of land within the General Agriculture designation may include all 
agricultural uses outlined in Section D7.1.2 of this Plan, and the following provided they 
do not interfere with agricultural operations:  

• The management or use of resources;  

• Resource-based recreational uses (including recreational dwellings);  

• Limited residential development;  

• Home occupations and home industries;  

• Cemeteries; and  

• Other rural land uses that may include community facilities, outdoor recreational 
facilities such as golf courses, hiking and cross country ski trails and bed and breakfast 
establishments.  

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Plan to the contrary, within the General 
Agriculture use designations, limited agricultural service and supply industries such as a 
farm implement dealer, a feed mill or seed cleaning plant, an agricultural produce 
warehouse, an abattoir or other similar agri-business may be permitted without an 
amendment to this Plan. 

D7.2.3 Policies  

It shall be the policy of this Plan to discourage the development of non-farm related 
uses within the General Agriculture areas and to prevent scattered development leading 
to the unnecessary fragmentation of farmland. The policies of Section D7.1.3 also apply 
to those lands designated as General Agriculture on Schedule C.  

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Plan to the contrary, the General Agriculture 
designation shall not serve to preclude the issuance of building permits on existing legal 
lots of record for residential purposes, provided such lot complies with the provisions of 
the implementing Zoning By-law and the new dwelling will comply with the Minimum 



Separation Distance I formulae established by the Province, as amended from time to 
time.  

Where lands are designated as General Agriculture on Schedule C, landowners shall be 
encouraged to recognize the forest recourse as an integral part of their total agricultural 
operation, both as a source of income from various forest products, and as an important 
agent in providing essential soil and water conservation benefits. In this respect 
landowners shall be encouraged to:  

a) manage forest resources in accordance with proper forest management 
practices, in consultation with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry;  

b) retain existing tree cover, in so far as it is practical;  
c) as appropriate, maintain and establish tree and shrub cover on low agriculture 

capability soils, and in hazardous areas such as steep slopes, major drainage 
swales, and flood-prone areas, in order to reduce runoff rates and minimize soil 
erosion;  

d) retain and establish windbreaks to reduce wind erosion; and,  
e) reforest non-productive farmland. 

 

Municipality of Port Hope Comprehensive Zoning By-law 20/2010 

4.12 HOME INDUSTRY  

Where a home industry is a permitted use:  

a) The maximum number of employees permitted to be engaged in the business 
and working in the home industry, in addition to the residents of the dwelling unit, 
shall be as follows:  

I. On lots less than or equal to 0.6 hectares in area – 1 employee;  
II. On lots having an area of greater than 0.6 hectares and less than or 

equal to 1.7 hectares – 2 employees;  
III. On lots greater than 1.7 hectares in area – 3 employees; or,  
IV. In all other Zones – 0 employees;  

 
b) Any lot upon which a home industry is located shall also be occupied as a 

residence by the operator of the business;  
c) A home industry shall be permitted within an accessory building. Any accessory 

building used for the home industry shall be located no further than 30.0 metres 
from the detached dwelling on the same lot and no closer than 30.0 metres from 
any lot line; 

d) A home industry shall only be located on a lot with a minimum lot area of least 
4.0 hectares;  

e) The maximum gross floor area dedicated to the home industry shall not exceed 
200.0 square metres; 



f) The driveway accessing the home industry shall be shared with the driveway that 
is utilized for the main use on the lot; 

g) The use shall be clearly secondary and accessory to the main use on the same 
lot; 

h) Only the sale of goods that are primarily manufactured, processed, fabricated or 
produced on the premises is permitted; 

i) Outdoor storage of goods or materials is permitted subject to Section 4.23 of this 
By-law, provided that the area occupied by such outdoor storage does not 
exceed 50% of the gross floor area of the home industry;  

j) Only currently licensed motor vehicles, associated with the home industry, are 
parked or stored on the lot and within an interior side or rear yard;  

k) There is no external advertising other than a sign erected in accordance with the 
Municipality’s Sign By-law; 

l) The following uses shall not be permitted as a home industry:  
i. Construction/landscaping contractors yards; and,  
ii. Any use involving the storage, repair, maintenance, painting and/or towing 

of motor vehicles or recreational vehicles; and,  
m) Home industry uses shall not include the generation of or storage of hazardous 

waste, liquid industrial waste, or any severely toxic contaminant listed in 
Schedule 3 contaminants of Ontario Regulation 347 of the Environmental 
Protection Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.E.19, as amended, and shall not generate sewage 
effluent in excess of 4,500 litres per day. 

No more than one home industry, home occupation or custom workshop shall be 
permitted on a lot, and in no case shall there be a home industry, home occupation and 
custom workshop in the same dwelling unit. 

 

 

 

 



 

 


